202                               DEMOCRACY AY THE DOMINIONS

firmly attached to parliamentary methods on national lines,
devoted no less than other parties to the principles of British
constitutionalism. It will not, for example, permit a Com-
munist to become a member, for it repudiates the Communist
tactics and' faith. Some workers have periodically and
aggressively expounded the doctrines of Marxist socialism,
and tried vainly to swing the movement into the Third
International. Exponents of direct industrial action, active
prior to 1914 in the Industrial Workers of the World, appealed
with missionary zeal to Australian bushmen, but never suc-
ceeded in making revolutionary syndicalism a serious rival of
parliamentary reformism.14 To many toilers parliamentary
politics is a religion; to some few it is a profession, elevating
the poorly paid trade union secretary, if his talent is adequate,
to the most distinguished positions in the land. Through
trade unionism and the political, party a career is open to
talent, and Labour leaders have a vested concern in these
institutions as a mode of furthering their own ambitions as
well as the aspirations of their class. That some bureaucracy
exists within the unions and political units hardly requires
statement; it is inevitable, especially in such large and un-
wieldy organizations as the Australian Workers' Union, and
it produces its usual progeny, place-hunting and obsequious-
ness towards those wfco can influence promotion. But in
Australian labour as a whole, a sturdy spirit of democracy
helps to ameliorate the worst features of bureaucratic manage-
ment.

The opponents of Labour have consisted of two loosely
allied parties, which often change their names but not their
essential characters. They remain formally at least hostile
to the objectives of Labour, although in office they are usually
reluctant to reverse what Labour has done. Prior to 1914
the anti-Labour bloc comprised the Old Liberals of Victoria,
protectionist, advanced in social ideas, and long led by a
"The I.W.W. in Australia is briefly discussed in P. F. Brissenden, The
I.W.W*: A Stvdy of American Syndicalism^ 340-3.